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Figurative Language
Figurative language is essential in all poems especially when the author wants to make it more interesting. It tends to make the author's imaginations seem real for the audience to understand the motive behind the author's reflective image. The author can say more by using as few words as possible by creating an emotional tone and at the end adding up a surface of complexity to what is written. In the poem Marks by Linda Pastan, the author is expressing an emotional dilemma that she is facing as a mother and as a wife. She derives her emotions from the comparison she gets from her children and her husband. 
The figurative language that is most effective is personification that is trying to give the work of the woman involved some quality gradation as far as family is concerned. The authors want to connect the audience with who is personified to enable the reader to understand and interact with the emotions she is facing from being judged by those who have a close relationship with her. 
The meaning expressed by figurative language is to bring creativity on rating the performance of one person as it is encountered in life. In the poem, the husband is supportive where else the daughter gives her work the least rating since she feels like a woman she can do better. The role of women is clearly expressed in this context as they are supposed to do better when it comes to kitchen duties than men based on the societal view. And from this view, the daughter still believes that her mother can perfect her roles since she serves as her role model as far as kitchen duties are concerned.
The author's interaction with the personalization as a figurative language is to hide the emotions of the main persona and bring the image of failure in the role of a wife and a mother as far as duties are concerned. If she began to describe how she feels; she would have spoken a lot but Linda is trying to hide her emotions. Clearly, from the poem, it is evident that the wife is good at some of the roles. On the other hand, she wants to quit due to pressure experienced in these roles that feel like a burden. 
Being judged is one of the most hurtful things any human being experiences especially when it originates from those with a close relationship. The use of personalization hides the judgment feeling whereby the three characters’ expressions come with levels that tend to either bring her down or support her on her family duties. The figurative language is relating the involved family setting with what a perfect family should look like.
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